
*WestEd conducted independent studies of children’s use of the Hero Elementary program over 8 weeks.
**Differences in test scores were positive but not statistically significant.
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An independent* study of the Hero Elementary program was conducted in 2020, with 

407 children and 17 grade 2 teachers participating.

Hero Elementary episodes were “a great equalizer” that “created the most equal platform for 
special ed [children with disabilities], English Language Learners, and other abilities to all come 
together.” -Grade 2 teacher

Hero Elementary Research Brief:

television episodes & songs

Findings showed that Hero Elementary episodes and songs:  

• Engage students from diverse backgrounds
 “Everyone was able to connect, and that's what I appreciated,
 that was across the board. I saw students from different
 genders, different ethnicities, all connecting to one character or
 another, or more than one character.” -Grade 2 teacher
    
• Apply to multiple contexts   
 “I did what I call freeze music. Once they got the song in
 their heads, I play it and stop and whoever could sing the
 next part got to line up first. It's like a little exit ticket.” 
 -Grade 2 teacher  

• Support distance learning   
  “In the distance learning I was using the videos, the
 little short videos on what the superpowers [of science] were,
 more than I was in the classroom.” -Grade 2 teacher  

• Improve science knowledge   
 Students who participated in the Hero Elementary program
 performed better on science assessments,** even during
 the pandemic.


