Rationale for
Minnesota Remembers Vietnam: America’s Secret War
Rationale
An inclusive curriculum that recognizes plurality over a singular narrative brings to light untold
stories that make Minnesota's history and identity more complete. Such curriculum can impel
social justice by giving voice to silenced groups, paying homage to the sacrifices and
contributions of different groups to Minnesota's diversity and prosperity, and encouraging
equity and engagement in the community and classroom.
According to the Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans 2010 Census and 2008-2010 American
Community Survey Report (2012), “The Hmong population is the largest Asian population in
Minnesota at 66,181 or 27% of all Asian Pacific Minnesotans” (Executive Summary). The Hmong
have settled in Minnesota for the last forty years, where they comprise the second largest Asian
group in Hennepin County and first largest Asian group in Ramsey County (CAPM, 2012, p. 9),
making Minneapolis and Saint Paul one of the largest urban Hmong population in the United
States. At the same time, little is known about the Hmong and their involvement in the United
States’ Secret War. The effect of this lack of knowledge is widespread with real and long-lasting
consequences.
The Hmong community's second and growing third generations all across Minnesota are
cultural straddlers who see their growing presence in schools but not their history and culture
in their educational system, and they are wondering why. Unlike their first and 1.5 generation
predecessors, these generations lack the historical context and background of the Vietnam War
and Secret War, which are integral to developing their sense of identity. A people without a
past faces an uncertain future. The Hmong are the youngest and fastest growing population in
Minnesota, and as the student population continue to change into majority minority, education's
traditional one size no longer fits all and it needs to reflect this change to remain relevant. This
entails offering a curriculum that includes the Hmong's history and culture, which is important
for all students.
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Minnesota reflects this nation's legacy of immigration which includes benefitting from its
tapestry of cultures, one of which is the Hmong.The Secret War can no longer remain a secret;
it should be taught in schools, not merely as a specialized elective but as an essential
component of the core curriculum that fulfills graduation standards.
This unit is an interdisciplinary approach to exploring the Hmong's involvement in the US
Secret War, beyond understanding how and why the Hmong came to Minnesota; it is an effort
to incorporate such history into mainstream pedagogy in order to create a more complete
classroom curriculum.
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